


 
     IREN was created as a consortium for a Co-

ordination Action under the European Commission’s 
Sixth Framework Programme of Technological 

Research and Development, within the thematic 
priority 7 “Citizens and Governance in a Knowledge 
Society ", and in research domain : “New forms of 

citizenship and cultural identities”.  
 

IREN Contract n° CIT2-CT-2004-506475 
 

Having begun on March 1-st, 2004, 
the contract will end on December 31, 2006. 

 



  «Most Europeans live in a visual culture, our very languages 
permeated with expressions that relate to sight, a culture that 
has evolved over centuries since the invention of printing 
prioritized visual over aural skills. Listening to radio is so 
interwoven in people's lives it has become a habit like eating or 
opening a window. Something similar applies to this experience 
that occurs inside our heads. It is part of us, we own it – "my 
station", "our tune" – and we don't necessarily want to share this 
private experience.» 
 
(Peter Lewis, 2004/26 – DIFFUSION online EBU/UER) 
 



IREN starts from the 
premise that radio is 
widely neglected in 
debates on the European 
public sphere and the role 
of the media, and that this 
neglect is due to the 
‘under-development’ of 
academic study and 
research on the subject.  
But at the same time, in 
the research field of 
media, communication 
and cultural studies, 
interest in radio has 
developed over the last 
few years. Academic 
networks and study 
groups have been formed 
in the United Kingdom, in 
France, in Ireland, in Italy 
and in Scandinavia. 
Initiatives multiply. 



 
 
 

 
IREN has drawn on these experiences to build a trans-national 
project adapted to this particular field of study. 
 
The objectives of the IREN network are to encourage and 
coordinate radio research and study at a European or 
international level. 
 
This was the purpose of the founders IREN, meeting for the 
first time, on January 31, 2003, at Louvain-La-Neuve’s 
University, in Belgium, after the idea was conceived, one year 
previously, in Bordeaux. 
 
Created within the framework of European Commission 
research programs, the actual network groups includes 
thirteen (13) institutional partners, from ten (10) European 
countries (Belgium, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, 
Poland, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom).  
 





   Founder members of IREN network and their representatives are: 
 
CNRS, CERVL, Pouvoir, Action Publique, Territoire, UMR 5116,France,  Jean-Jacques 
Cheval (IREN Co-ordinator) / GRER, Groupe de Recherches et d’Etudes sur la Radio 
 
London School of Economics and Political Sciences (LSI), United Kingdom, Peter M.Lewis 
(IREN Scientific Co-ordinator) / Radio Studies Network 
 
Caricomm Konsult, Sweden, Carin Åberg  
 

Hans-Bredow-Institut, Germany, Uwe Hasebrink 
 

University of Siena, Italy, Enrico Menduni 
 

EMA-RTV, Spain, Manuel Chaparro Escudero 
 

Catholic University of Louvain la Neuve, Belgium, Frédéric Antoine 
 

Mary Immaculate College, University of Limerick, Ireland, Rosemary Day 
 

Catholic University of Lublin, Poland, Stanislaw Jedrzejewski 
 

University of the Basque Country, Spain, Carmen Peñafiel Saiz 
 

IULM University, Milan, Italy, Marta Perrotta 
 

University of Hamburg, Germany, Hans J. Kleinsteuber 
 

National & Kapodistrian University of Athens, Greece, Angeliki Gazi 





 
IREN wants to encourage and support study and research in all 

disciplines in which radio is relevant; gain recognition for this work 
 
Main objectives for the project are: 
 
 The creation of a network 
 
Mapping and recording radio-related research competencies and 

research projects 
  
Identifying instances of radio’s use in encouraging the involvement 

of citizens in the public sphere 
 
 Special encouragement to younger scholars 
  
A dialogue with broadcasting organizations 
 
Dissemination of research interests and findings through meetings, 

conference papers etc 
 



  IREN has been active in carrying out its own programme of conferences, 
and in making contributions to academic publications, and to other meetings 
and seminars, including those organised by broadcasters nationally and at 
the European (EBU/UER) or international level. 
 
  Since its launch in 2004, IREN has organized several regional meetings and 
international scientific colloquia in Bordeaux, Athens, Siena, Seville, Limerick, 
Bilbao and Lublin and plans its final meeting in Brussels in November 2006. 

 
 
 



Bordeaux, 1, 2 and 3 of April, 2004 



SIENA, 26 of July - 1st of August 2004 

Athens, 4 of November 2004 



Seville, 23 - 26 of February, 2005 



Limerick, 3 of November 2005 

Bilbao, 11, 12 and 13 of January 2006 



Lublin, 9 & 10 of June, 2006.  
 IREN was also represented in numerous 

meetings, as co-organizer or participant 
(Copenhagen, Hamburg, Lyon, Milan, 
Palma of Majorca, Paris, Warsaw…  
but also Bamako, Buenos-Aires,  
Melbourne, Montreal…) 
 
And in Sunderland, at Sounding Out 3, 
in September 2006 



 
Another example of IREN's 

presence was in Lyon (France), in 
May, 2006, where the GRER, Group 
of Researches and Studies on the 

Radio, the French national research 
association on the radio, organized 
its 3rd international colloquium, in 

association with the University 
Lyon 3 - Jean Moulin 
http://www.grer.fr 

    



 
Participants in all these conferences were Academics, 
Researchers, Radio Broadcasters, Regional and Local 
Government  Officials. 
 
Size of audiences were from 60 to 115. 
 
The countries addressed were : Australia, Argentina, 
Bolivia, Brazil, Cameroon, Colombia, France, Germany, 
Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Lebanon, Morocco, 
Madagascar, Mauritania, Mexico, Netherlands, Peru, 
Poland, Portugal, Senegal, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Togo, Turkey, United Kingdom, Uruguay, USA, 
Venezuela, Zimbabwe.  
 









 
“Begin a dialogue with broadcasting organisations…”  
 
Two partners are professional broadcasters as well as university 
lecturers - Manuel Chaparro, Director of EMA-RTV, and Stanislaw 
Jedrzejewski, Director of Polish Radio1 and a member of the Radio 
Committee of the EBU/UER; their positions and their advice have been 
helpful in furthering dialogue. 
 
Following discussions in London and Geneva with EBU/UER, arranged 
with the help of Stanislaw Jedrzejewski, IREN representatives were 
invited to make presentations at conferences organised by the Radio 
Committee of the European Broadcasting Union. In addition, IREN 
Partners have made presentations to other meetings attended by 
academics and broadcasters. 
 
For example: the Seminar Exploring possibilities for enhancing radio 
research organised by IREN and Kapodistrian University of Athens, and 
attended by eight IREN partners and seventeen Greek academics and 
broadcasters, November 4, 2004. 



 
“To give special encouragement to younger scholars” 
 
Based on an inclusive interpretation of the phrase ‘younger scholars’ so 
as not to overlook researchers of any age at the start of their academic 
career, the project has made special efforts to bring in ‘junior 
researchers’ to its events.  
 
A special round table, organised at Seville on New Directions For Radio 
Research And Experiment, attracted 30 participants of whom 12 were 
called on to summarise their research or work in progress. 
 
A significant proportion of the funds allocated to partners was spent on 
assisting the participation of younger researchers to attend the IREN 
meetings. 
 
Some specific collaborations are born and, for example,  some PhD co-
direction. 
  



The Web-Site and the database 
 
They are and will be still in process ; fundings are being transferred 

to it for public release.  
 

The database is being built up through the contributions at the 
conferences and at other meetings.  

 

It will map and record radio-related research competencies and 
research projects…etc. It means a picture of the state-of-the-art in the 
academic field and as regards the European radio industry. 

 
http://www.iren-info.org/ 



Creation of a durable network 
 

And in order to continue these activities after the initial, funded period, 
ways are being sought to create structures that will contribute to the 
development and recognition of radio research. 
 

One opportunity will occur through the Radio Section of ECREA, the 
European Communication Research and Education Association  
 

(http://www.ecrea.eu/) 

             At present, this section is being 
        organized around 3 members of IREN : 
 

Rosemary Day (Ireland), Chair, 
    rosemary.day@mic.ul.ie 
 
                              Angeliki Gazi (Greece), Vice-chair, 
                                      gaziag@media.uoa.gr 
 
Stanislaw Jedrzejewski (Poland), 
Vice-chair, radiotak@kul.lublin.pl. 



 
International Radio Research Network,  

IREN Brussels Colloquium, 
November 9 & 10, 2006 

The way ahead for radio research 
 

 
And now the last meeting of the IREN consortium  take place in Belgium, 
where the project was set up on January 2003. Yesterday at the University of 
Louvain-la-Neuve and today here in Brussels. 





 
 

 

 
 

The Brussels colloquium steering committee 
 
 

 
Frédéric Antoine : antoine@reci.ucl.ac.be 
 
 
 
 
                          
 
                    Jean-Jacques Cheval : chevaly@club-internet.fr  
 
 
 
 
 
Peter Lewis : p.m.lewis@lse.ac.uk 

 
 



Around the general question of “The way ahead for radio 
research” the following themes for discussion are proposed. 

 

- Is it necessary to re-think radio theory? 
Can radio research free itself from the grip of theories laid down in the golden age 
of the media? 

- The social uses of radio 
Radio as a social agent 
Community radio 

- New uses of radio 
Radio and new technologies 
Qualitative studies of the radio audience 

-  The evolution of radiophonic production 
The language of radio 

- Towards a ‘néo-sémiologie’ for radio 
Revisiting the meaning of the radiophonic 
message 

 
 

 








